THE BASIC 46 HIRAGANA CHARACTERS m

“ka” as in car Kah! A crow cries as it flies to a tree
on the top of a cliff.

Writing Tip “ka” has three strokes: 1) a jump, 2) stop and 3) stop.

Trace these characters.

1. mi ka n (mandarin orange) 2. ka (mosquito) 3. ka sa (umbrella)

4. chi ka (basement) 5. ka mi (hair; paper; God) 6. na ka (inside)




“ki” as in key

a key

Writing Tip “ki” has four strokes: 1) a stop, 2) stop, 3) jump and 4) stop.

IEES

Trace these characters.

EYESESES

" - e

Write the character in the boxes below, and then circle the one you think is best.

....................

1. yu ki (snow) 2. ki ta (north) 3. e ki (train station)

>

4. te n ki (weather) : 5. ki i ro (yellow)
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“ku” as in cuckoo

a cuckoo’s beak

Wiriting Tip “ku” has one stroke: a stop.

Trace these characters.

I~

1. ku ro (black) 2. ku chi (mouth) 3. ni ku (meat)
- - - n_..é..,._;;‘_.‘.._......ﬁ_‘% ...........

4. ku tsu (shoe) 5. ku ma (bear) 6. ku mo (spider; cloud)




“ke” as in Kevin Kendo is a traditional Japanese sport
using wooden swords.

Writing Tip “ke” has three strokes: 1) a jump, 2) stop and 3) brush.

Trace these characters.

1. ta ke (bamboo) 2. i ke (pond) , 3. ke su (to erase)

4. to ke i (clock) 5. ta su ke te (Help!)
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“ko” as in koala

A koala is climbing a tree.

Wrriting Tip “ko” has two strokes: 1) a jump and 2) stop.

Trace these characters.

Write the character in the boxes below, and then circle the one you think is best.

1. ko re (this) 2. do ko (where?) 3. ko ko (here)

141
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4. ko do mo (child) 5. 1 to ko (cousin)
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